60 D SRI PARASARA BHATTA

The sixth verse composed in the Indravajra -metre
expresses the extremely considered opinion of the poet
that birth in the Snrangam town even as a dog is more
covetable than reaching heaven, drinking nectar to one's
heart's content and fainting as a result in the Nandana
garden of the celestials.

"I do not want any such heavenly experience. 0
Lord! let me be born as one among the stray dogs

roaming about the streets of Snrangam/'
/
Sloka-s seven and eight are traditionally treated as

muktaka-s, not forming part of the original stotra, although
they are usually chanted along with the preceding verses.
The seventh verse is in the form of a poser to the Lord:

"Even for a wretched creature staying far away from
you, 0 Lord, you show compassion and pacify [santi)
the creature, under some pretext. That being the
case, I do not know how you are going to grace
this wretched creature (referring to his own self)
who is standing in your immediate presence."

It may be pointed out in this context that traditional
scholars explain this verse as referring to a particular
incident that took place in the Snrangam temple during
the lifetime of Parasara. It seems that a procession of
the deity in the Snrangam Temple was delayed one day
and on enquiry Parasara came to know that a dog strayed
into the temple and that the priests were busy consecrating
the temple for that reason. Parasara remarked that the
dog did not actually enter the sanctum sanctorum and
as such there was no need for an elaborate ritual of
purification. Therefore, the expression  "wretched
creature" means the dog in question and the word santi
refers to the elaborate ritual of purification undertaken
by the temple priests. The word mithyapavadena means